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Hi, my name in Neal Dauber. I am from Hawaii, but have lived in Japan for nearly 30 years. After living in
Osaka, Kyushu and Yokosuka Japan I finally ended up in Kawakami-Mura on March 31st. Until now I thought
that I was living in Japan, but now I have finally found what I believe Japan is. My wife first approached me
with the idea of living here. I knew she loved the mountain and thought that her idea might be great for our
current family condition. After she got an interview with the local municipal office I took the liberty to drive
out and see the area. I fell in love at the first sight.

After living here for a few months, I began to realize how much I fell in love with the people here. Where ever
I go people talk to me and even though the economy is not in good shape nobody seems to have a negative
feeling towards life. The best way to describe this is that the people of Kawakami-Mura are friendly and warm
towards all people and themselves. Everybody shares the vegetables and things they grow and will give visitors
something to take home regardless of whether the visit was planned or not. In that sense these people have a
great diligence to create a friendly atmosphere while at the same time not expecting anything in return. That
creates a sense to want to give something back, but also creates a sense as to what should be given back. Who
knows?

Overall, I found the place I want to live in as long as I am in Japan. The people are great, the atmosphere is
great, and everything else I have encountered in Japan is probably beat by the experience of living here. Neal
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